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From Our President

Greetings Shipmates

The 2026 New Orleans Reunion is now in the books.
It took three tries to get it done but Dan Moore was
extremely successful in planning and hosting a great
event. Previous tries were not possible due to COVID
and hurricanes. We had a great hotel, super tours and
great weather. Cathy and I really enjoyed the Swamp
tour and the Riverboat Cruise. I also had the pleasure
of meeting 3 wonderful young ladies at the WW2
Museum who are Seniors at the Topeka High School
where our ship’s bell is located. They had spotted my
friend Cliff Bournes Topeka Hat and introduced
themselves. We had a great conversation. You never
know who you are going to meet at a Topeka Reunion!
So, thanks Dan for a great week. Also, a big thank you
as always to Pat and Gary Baker as well as Kathy
Spatz for their continued work keeping our reunions
successful.

In 2027 we will be going to Colorado Springs, and our
host will be Kathy Spatz. Kathy has already made
great progress arranging this reunion. The dates are
September 12 through 18, 2027. Detailed information
will be coming soon. Mark your calendars and make
your reservations as soon as possible. Hope to see you
all in Colorado Springs. For more future planning the
2028 Reunion will be in Savanah, Georgia hosted by
Jerry Craig and Jay Davis.

During this year’s Board and Business meetings there
was discussion about the future of the organization and
the official dissolution when we can no longer continue
as a non-profit corporation. We decided to carry on for
now, but suggestions were made as to how to get more

members to attend future reunions. Shipmates may be
unaware that our reunions are very flexible. If you can
only come for a few days that is fine, whether you wish
to participate in tours and dinners or not is also
optional. Any other suggestions from members would
be welcome. Please join us if only for few days.

We also discussed the status of remaining funds if we
reach the point where the organization is officially
dissolved. Our by-laws recommend donating to a
Navy Veterans Home which unfortunately no longer
exists. As we are already working on establishing a
JROTC Scholarship for the three Topeka High Schools
the Board voted unanimously that when the time
comes any remaining funds be dedicated to this
program.

As always, special thanks to Kathy Spatz and Pat and
Gary Baker for all their hard work on behalf of the
association.

Anyone with questions about the 2027 reunion please
feel free to give me a call. If you get my machine, be
sure to leave a message, I will get right back to you.
Wishing everyone a safe, healthy and happy Summer,
Fall and New Year. Hope to see you all at Colorado
Springs.

Fair Winds and Following Seas

Gus



New Members (Since March 2026)

None

Taps

Daniel Galucci EM2 59-63
Laverne Lien SK3 63-65
Louis Patcle BT3 66-68

New Orleans Reunion 2026

Congratulations to Dan Moore on a successful
reunion (at last) in NOLA. So awesome that Dan’s
kids were there with him!

Everyone in attendance expressed positive
accolades!

One of my favorites was the Pontoon Boat Swamp
tour. Who knew that gators enjoyed
marshmallows so much!
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We all made some new friends on that tour!

Who Came to New Orleans

Sandra Attey
Gary Baker
Shanda Baker
Cliff Bourne
Jerry Craig

Jay Davis

Al Gustafson
Arnold Hoel
Terry Jones
Dave Kloosterman
Cal Ladd

Don McFarland
Dan Moore
Darren Moore
David Moore
Melissa Rush
Gerald Schiefert
Ray Spatz

Rita Starr

Blake Unger

Pat
David Klem

Tana

Cathy

Marion

Patty

Sylvia

Joan

Sue

Patsy Thomas

E.J.

Marlys
Kathy
Deborah
Marla

5/15/2026



COLORADO SPRINGS 2027

Save the Dates

Dates: September 13t — 17, 2027

The reunion plans are a work in progress. Possible
hotel is the Hyatt Place Colorado Springs/Garden
of the Gods.

Hyatt Place has proposed a room rate of $129.00
per night, rooms with a view are $139.00. These
rates are plus taxes.

Included are free breakfast and parking.

Located in Colorado Springs, 3.8 miles from
Garden of the Gods, Hyatt Place Colorado
Springs/Garden of the Gods provides
accommodations with a seasonal outdoor
swimming pool, free private parking, a fitness
center and a shared lounge. With a restaurant, the
3-star hotel has air-conditioned rooms with free
WiFi, each with a private bathroom. The hotel has
a sun terrace and a 24-hour front desk. All guest
rooms at the hotel are equipped with a seating area
and a flat-screen TV with cable channels. All
rooms will provide guests with a fridge. Guests at
Hyatt Place Colorado Springs/Garden of the Gods
can enjoy a buffet or an American breakfast. A
business center and vending machines with snacks
and drinks are available on site at the
accommodation. Palmer Park is 6.3 miles from
Hyatt Place Colorado Springs/Garden of the Gods,
while Peterson Air Force Base is 12 miles away.
Colorado Springs Airport is 14 miles from the

property.

Possible Colorado Springs tours are a
Chuckwagon dinner show, Garden of the Gods of
course. Terry Jones has suggested Dragonmans
Military Museum which boasts a collection of war
memorabilia better than the Smithsonian.

Pay By Zelle

If your bank uses Zelle to transfer money you can
now use it to pay dues, reunion fees, and ship’s
store orders directly to the association checking
account. Activate Zelle on-line at your bank’s
website and designate the recipient to be
gbaker(@usstopekaclg.org. For dues send an e-
mail to the same address with dues information.
For ship’s store orders e-mail the order form. For
reunion fees e-mail the registration sheet.

YTD Financial Report

A summary of our finances Year-To-Date.

As we will no longer be collecting dues after 2028
the operating fund will decline over the next few
years. For a more detailed report e-mail Gary
Baker at gbaker@usstopekaclg8.org

Account 1/1/2026 6/30/2026
Operating Fund ~ $12,902.94 $12,739.38
Reunion Fund $5,546.11 $2835.26
Ship’s Store $3.472.87 $3.685.97
Total $21,921.92 $19,260.61



USS TOPEKA CLG-8 ASSOCIATION
C/O Gary Baker

20 Heather Drive

Billings, MT 59105

TEMP — RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Names and Telephone Numbers

Chairman, Board of Directors: Al Gustafson

Vice Chairman, Board of Directors: Arnold Hoel
Board members: Jerry Craig, Don McFarland, Dan
Moore, Ray Spatz, Jay Davis

President: Al Gustafson, 3668 Bonnie Lane, Hamburg,
NY 14075; 716-648-5960; gus127@verizon.net

Vice President: Arnold Hoel, 418 W 229th St., Carson,
CA 90745; 310-834-5359; an arnold.hoel@yahoo.com
Secretary-Treasurer: Gary Baker, 20 Heather Dr,
Billings, MT 59105; 406-252-4546;
gbaker@usstopekaclg8.org 2026

Reunion Host, Newsletter Editor and Photographer:
Kathy Spatz, 503 Olive Blvd, So. Hempstead, NY 11550;
516-697-8274; kathleenspatz@gmail.com

Webmaster: Gary Baker, 20 Heather Dr, Billings, MT
59105; 406-252-4546; gbaker@usstopekaclg8.org
Ships Store: Pat Baker, 20 Heather Dr, Billings, MT
59105; 406-252-4546; pbaker@usstopekaclg8.or

Ship’s Store
The ship’s store inventory includes

ballcaps, lapel pins, jacket patches, and
Navy Veteran and 6th and 7th Fleet bumper
stickers. Order forms, and images of items,
are on the Ship’s Store page of our website.
Pat Baker manages the store. She can be
contacted by e-mail at
pbaker@usstopekaclg8.org, or call her
at406-252-4546. Orders can be sent to her
at 20 Heather Dr, Billings, MT 59105.

Membership and Dues

The Association will cease collecting dues
after 2028. Members that have already paid
dues through 2028 are considered Lifetime
Members. When other members pay dues
through 2028, they also will become
Lifetime Members. Dues are $20.00 per
year. Dues can be sent to Gary Baker, 20
Heather Dr, Billings, MT 59105.
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